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i. The Hydrometeorological Services of the USSR, fy also referred to as the AL1 
Union Hydrometeorological Institute, 2/ (and hereafter referred to as HMS) services the 
national esonomy and the defense of the nation with information concerning the status of 
the weather, of the rivers and of the seas, and also with prognostications of the weather, 
of the thaw and freezing of rivers, etc. (Twis organization) also studies the climate 
and precipitation of the country. 


The service of this unit is based on the daily observations of a wide network of 
hydrological and meteorological stations. To this organization belongs a series of 
scientific institutes: institutes of weather, hydrolegical institutes, institutes of 
experimental meteorology, the main geophysical observatory and also higher educational 
institutions and "teknikuns", 1/ 


2. The following brief sketch indicates the position of the HMS in the overall 
governmental structure of the USSR. 


Couneil of Ministers 


Ministries Other Administrative Organizations 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs il. Councils 

Ministry of Health 2. Committees 

Ministry, etc. 3. Main Administrations 


a. lgdremeteorological Services 
b. Givil Air Fleet 
@, Northern Sea Route 
d. ete. 
4. Qthers 


1/ Abridged Soviet Encyclopedia, Moscow 1943 (Unclassified) "h 
2/ Department of State, Incoming Telegram, Moscew, No. 2729, Aug. 28, 1947 (Confidential) 
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SECRET REPORT NO: R&C 1 (cont'd) 


The litin Administration of the Hydrometeorological Service. is attacked to 
the Council of Peoples Conmissars (now designated Council of Ministers), USSR. 
3/ As set wp by law in 1939, the administrative organization was made up of a Chief, 
and two (2) Deputies, one of whom was nominated by the Civil Aviation Administration 
(new designated Main Administration of the Civil Air Fleet), and the following 
subordinate units: 


a. iueteorological Administration 

b. Hydrological Administration 

Cc. Agrigultural—Hydrometeorological Seetion 
ad. Marine Hydrometeorological Section 

e. Section. for Defense 

£, Section for Cadres 

&- Section fer idueational Institutions 

h, Planning Seetion 

i, Finanee Section 

Jj» Seetion for Production imterprises and Supply 
k. Communications Sector 

1. Capital Construction Sector 

m A@ministrative Esenomic Section 

he Seereétarial 

O, Archives 


In addition there was a Council under the supervision of the Chief. 
4/ (Undoubtedly changes have occurred since 1939 but this is a general outline.) 


3. Dr. of Geagraphical Seiences, Lt. Gen, vgenii Konstantinoviteh FEDOROV, 
was fimet ideutigied as Chief of this Service, May 25, 1941 3/ and held thet pesdtion 
weil. Septasser 1947, It hasbeen reported that Fedorov was supposed to attend the 
iubérnational Meteorolegical Genference in Washington, D. 6, September 22Qekeber 11, 
1947 and that at the last minute the Russian government netified the Gonference that . 
Pederey had. been given a new assignucnt and that their delegation would consiat of 
Vv. A. Upyaev and V. ki, Sadevnikovy. : of (It is not known whether Uryaev, chief delegate, 
has replaced Fedorev as Head of the HS.) 


Yakov Solemonevich LIBIN was appointed First Deputy on June 26, 194 and as 
ef March 3, 1943 VOLINSHCHIKGY was a member of the Board (probably similgs: te the 
Gewneil referred to abeve) and handled political matters. 


Fhe official journals of this organization are 'Meteorologiya I Gidrologiya" 
(neteerelegy and Hydrolegy) and "Pogeda" (Weather), 3/ Both are issued from the 
Leningrad Publishing House, 53 -V.0, 2 Liniya, D. 23, Komn 25, Tel. 90-99 with offices 
in Leseew at Ul—-Gorikeyo D 164 Tel. KO 8405 under an editorial board composed of 
the following: 6/ 


N. Nis GRIBANOV T. V. FOKROVSKAYA 
L. K. DAVYDOV A. A. SOKOLOV 
V. ik. AGuNQuoy ki. I. YUDIN 


he. I. L'¥OVEGH 


he In 1945 the HS undertook measures for considerable expanmian im order te 
satisfy the needs of different branches of the national eeonemy an a Larger scale with 
the following improvements: 


a. From 1941~1945 two hundred and sixty-eight (268) met" stations and posts 
were construeted, and in 1945 an additional four hundred and forty-three (443) were 
added. «st that time it was stated that expansion would be even greater during the 


spartient of stale, DRE, Ln, B : 
library of Congress, ‘Sobranize lostonovlenii i Rosporyazhenii, SSSR (USSR) 1939, 
No. 56, Article 547 
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a), te Qeeapvation .iork of the Hydrometeprelogical Met", V. I, Kirsun, eteorolog) 
Se (Mebesrelogy ani Hydrology) Ho. 3, Moscow 1946 
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next few years, 6/ a statement which was substantiated by Fedorov at # conference 2 i 

scientists at Moscow in 1946 when he claimed seven-thousand (7,000) ‘mot stations 

weve condueting observations and that the new Five Year Plan (196~1950) provides. 

for an inerease to twenty-five thousand 25000). 


b, A strict, system of quality control for the iapormshion of the net: was 
imbrotuced. It is the responsibility of the’ director's of the met stationd”“te 
aystdmatically follow the work of those posts’ whose work is defective. A system of 
téchnie#] training has been establisled for net workers’, ail categories of whem have 
to pa@@s an examination for minimm technical knowledge, In the future daily wages will 
be based on technical examinations and results of practical work and promotion will 
also depend on the results of these tests. 


e. Descriptive “‘hydregraphic surveys of rivers, lakes and marshes were 
completed and an inventory of sll rivers of the USSR, 10 kms, in length and over, was 
submitted by the uet stations to’ the ‘fiydrologival Institute (GGI). 


d. Climatelegieal handbooks and descriptive summaries were edited which will 
be the basis for the Conpilatton of the "Climatic Atlas of the USSR" scheduled for 
publication in 1949. 


4 @. A project on the aeraleaeaet and distribution of the principal net of 
“stations was initiated. 


f. The accumpacy of igutseupnts was igs provided for by the inauguration 
of central testing sdwedus at the Hydrological Division (GGO) and the Hydrological 
Institute {@GI) and the reestablishment of testing bureaus at Rostof and pereavorer: 


/ Qs Speciel commissions were instituted to examine the reliability eof 
observation data, uncover defects and recommend solutions, All of their findings will 
be published in a ty “Enestructions to Hydrometeorological Stations ank Poste*. 
prepared by the Geiiral Geephysica] @bservatory, by the State. Hydrological Instivebe 
of tite Per Batmer of ‘Laker and the. seeks Oceanographical. ‘institute, / 


5. Tre oo is a pamtial List of those instatubtons attached to or directly 
weer ‘the Mis 


nebo eee institute, Leningrad 


We * Che 
hier, Phof. A. K, KHRGIAN 


this organisation sponsored an expedition which studied the winds ef the 
mowntein valleys and-glaciers in Digaria, -a mountainous region in the 
Cencasus. 3/ 


by State Hydrolegical Institute 
Reet, Bankel Lvewi:ch SGKOLOVSKY of the Institute was awarded a Stehizi 
Prize 2nd Class (100,000)rubles) for his "Water Resources of the Rivers 
ef the Industrial Urals and the Method of their Calculation", oY 


6, Genital astrological Observatory 
: Direeter Sr. Lt. George GOLYSHEV 8/ 


d, Beltic Meval Observatory 
@ganbtfie Couneil includes Academican (Corr) Berg and. Professena. 
MARYGTEN agi STMANOVY who are currently charting wind curweste. 


&/ "the imrerret ion wei of whe Rydrometeorologi¢al Net", V. I, ‘itirawny 
rete gas 2 (Meterrology and. Hydrology) No. 3, Meticow 


Bitcrmetion ere 3 Mmbassy of the USSR, August 1945, Vol V, No. 85 
: J on — amy eisiannieamee 1946. -fDanasei ried) 
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| . . ee eo ae a i RubORT NO.: RCO 1 (conftg.) 
1 Be Mikhelson lisbetrologionl: and Actinonetrical Observatory 155672 
ok mags aad Doroga, Moscow 2a/ Ss 


f. iericulture ded Weather Observatory 
- §ottthern coast of Crimea: in BS 
Chief, Professor DIKTEVICH 12/ , #. 


Be Scientific Researeh Institute. Now. 20 
Laberatory Chief, Boris Mikhailovich KONOPLEV 
ingineer, Valentin Wikthailovich- KURBATOV 9/. 


4 


h. Arctic Institute 
Bingineer, Mikhail Nikoloevich MALTSEV of 


i. State Oceanographic Institute 
Director, Rear Admiral N. N. ZUBOV. 43/ 


Se Chief Geoplyeical Observatory. 
Head, A. J. CHUDNOVSKY 
I. G. LUTuRSTEIN 14 / 


k, Jastitate of Frost study 
Director, A. M. CHEKOTILLO (as _ 1945) 
Senior Scientific Collaborator, S. P. KACHURIN (as of 1945) gy 


‘le Meteorological Survey Sekentific Research Institute 
Members >» Ley N. KISLYAKOV 
Berdis Solemoriovich ZELTSER 16/ 


Bm Genbral.. Design Bureau of HUS 

Menbérs, Boris @ilchailovich KONOPLEV 
Valentin Mikhailovich KURBATOV. 
it. Col, Mikhail Fedorovich SOLETSKIT 
Lev Nikoloevich KISLYAKOV. ’ 
Boris Solomonovich ZELTSER 
Anatoli Uladimirovich GORELICHENKO 
avid Yakevilevich SURAJSKI 

. » Mikhail Nikolaevich MALTSEV 9/ 


Meco engineers worked for six years designing an automatie - ue 
fiébeoreldgieal radio station for use in the polar regions. - 
Iiformatdqn on pressure, air temperature and the speed and direction 

of wind is now received four times a day with the use of these 
stations -on. the: Murmansk coasty in the Kara Kum desert and from 

the islands of the Aral Sea. The stations were designed to operate 

for twelve montis without any control and to have a three hundred - 

avd seventy (370) mide radius of operation. 17/ 


n, Inthe Academy of Sciences of the USSR, the Department of Geolago- 
: Geographical Sciences studies hydrogeology, oceanology, voleanology 
amd aero-—methods. Institutes under this particular department are: 


(43° Oeeanological: Institute, whose function it is to explore the 
=f adsl eat of the Pacific Oceans. 


v. Pees) “i . e i : 
es ee a re Eeerarrere ashe Kew Ne frie 


9/ id, Wooow, USER B-97-46, 22 Way 1946 (Unclassifiea) aa 
— Pei Ghawber of. Cqumerce, Bulletin 787, June 1946 . 


4 a" gra USSR IG ie, 2 Seuteabior 1946 
/ WA, Moscow, 29 July 1947 (secret) 
USSR, Information Bulletin, Wel. ¥I, No. 517, 31 August 1946 


te 
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(2): Institube of Geological Seiences © = 9 °° Fe ee 
(a) Section for ‘Hydmozeology 
- Head, Prof. P. F. SAVARENSKI (as of 1945) 
— () Hydro-geological Laboratory 

Head; G. Me — (as of 1936) 
(3) Institute of Geography 
- {&) Seetion for Climatdlogy: 

Head, E. E. FEDOROV (as of 1936) 


©, The following organizations and apateulsens belong to the Academy 
of Sciences of ‘the USSR, but it has not been established as yet to 
which department of the Academy they- pstones 
- (i) Institute of Theoretical Astronomy, lioscow 
; “Director, M. F. SUBBOTIN (as: of.194,5) 
Leningrad Dept. Director, I. D. ZHONGOLOVIGH (as of 1944) 


(2) Central ee Sania Observatory, Pulkova, near Leningrad 
Director, G. N. NEUMIN (as of 1946) 


(3) -Crimean Astro-Physical Observatory 
Acting» ‘Director, se A. SHAIN (as of 1946) 18/ ; 


‘Pe A model central Sbrersstor for Kaoieieal observations will] be 
: constructed - ab Valdayskaya Yozvyshemost. 


Qe Lentnarad: ‘Hydrometeorological Institube 


ta Gdensa: Hydrometeorological instit tute 


pasts ; 
ae é are 


S. iioaeer University 
t. Leningrad: University 2 19/ 
ue Institute of meer therbal lieteorology 20/: 
v. Institute of Theoretical Geophysics | a/ 
6. with reference to part f. of the Definition of Requirement , “the Northern 


Sea Route (Glaveevmorput , G@SMP) ‘occupies a position equal to that-of the HMS i.e. 
a main administratiem, ‘in the: governmental structure of. the USSR. 


“to the Chief has charge of 
scientific devaiis:: as‘of Lay 1943 A. He KAMINOV held that position. ‘Other * 
efficials of the Administration are: Real Admiral Ivan Dmitrievich PAPININ, who was 
firet identified as Chief in May 1943. Deputies to the Chief are Lt. Gen. Mark 
Ivanovich SHEVELEV, (as of September 1943), li, V. STREKALOVSKI (as of April 5, 1940), 
Fedor Kornevich YUZEFOVICH (as of December 3, 1942) and Novikov . (FNU) who as of 

May 28, 1943 was head ofthe Political Section. ‘The Administration ‘of “Polar Aviation 
uader the NSR as of April 4, 1941 was headed by Col. I. P.sHMAZURUK, Hero of thé 
soviet Union. 


Within the-erganization one of the ‘assistarfip’ 


Department of State, DRE, HER, Report (Secret) 


ey Acatlemy of Science, USSR,’ 194b,: Scientific Branch, CIA ° ~~ 7 °° as . 
Ley CiA, Jan, 26, 1948 (Restricted) 
“NG OTA, | Dec’. 26, 1947 ‘ (Restricted) 


MA; Moscow RAZOAMH7, Séptonber 30, 1947 (Secret ) 
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7e No information relative to the coordination of facilities as applied to the 
NSR was found but there were evidences of increased exploration and development in 
the Arctic, one of the objestives of which wag the establishment in the northern 
areas of 'met" stations. The following. is a general swaary of, the activity since 
1945.6 - a ee 


Oct. 1945--The "USSR N-331" flew over Arctic waters in an exploratory flight for 
the preliminary study of the positions of -ice during the "post navigation 
period", | 


Nov. 1945—-A press dispatch from Sverdlovsk spoke of tpolar expeditions in the 
- Far North", oa 


Jan, 1946—"vening Moscow" reported that "one of the highest meteorological 
Stations in the Soviet Union! had been established in the TIEN SHAN 
mountains, : 


Feb. 1946—The Institute of Theoretical Geophysics was studying the warm spells in 
the Arctic. 


1946——A new polar. station was opened on Bennett, Island. The Rudolf Island 
Arctic Station in Franz Joseph Land, closed since 1942 resumed operations 
in May' 1947. Through volunteers, a-meteorologist, a radio operator and a 
mechanic. were dispatched from the Tranquility Bay Arctic Station, 


1946-rIt was. announced that the. Soviets had placed into operation additional 
aubomabic. weather stations. : ns 


19) 'feThe. Leningrad Arctic. Institute undertook. to study and verify the 
existence of a second magnetic pole. It was planned to establish several 
‘, observation posts on:the ice fields in the area where the second pole is 
believed to exist, The theory is proposed by M. OSTREKIN, Soviet Arctic 
- explorer who. reported his observations in 1941 confirmed the opinion 
announced before the war by Soviet Arctic expert B. WEINBERG. 


1947—-Reconnaisance was made of the Chukotsk and #ast Siberian Seas by Pilot 
. KRUZE. .Thé Kara and Laptev Seas were reconnoitered by Pilot TOMLIN. 


194, 7erIt. was announced seventy-one polar stations were in operation in the Arctic, 
sy # 


i _ An interesting note in reference to polar stations is the fact. that. under 
lend. Lease.we shipped to Russia one and ontthalf (1.5) thousand tens of 
wireless and comaunications equipment consisting of radio equipment for 
. polar observation. station. * ia eg - ea 

8 No indication of.how liaison with other services operate, but. it. is known - 
that visits by Americans to research and developuent institutes are never authorized 
and Seviet engineers and scientific workers. are not permitted to talk. to fobeigners,. 21 
An.exauple of how the liaison with services other than Soviet operates is the USSR 
request, for visas at the very last minute on September 18, 1947 for the delégates to 
the Meteopo)ogical Conference in Washington after the invitation had-been issued in 
Magche ; 


nana 


Department of State, DRE, EER, Report (Secret) 
hd/. MA,.. MOSCOW, .ReBOh 7, Saptember 30, 1947 (Secret) seca 7 
22/ Department of State, In Telegram froyi lioscow, No. 2883, September 19, 1947 
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Ls ’ Pao : ; 

Ne informati6n on the ‘administrative serait: of the Aitstesmsincioes: 

Service: int Russia can be found in the files of tie Library. ,The following docuients 

mentioned in bibliographigs | and intelligence reports, as noted, may contain deus 

pertaining to the requirement: ; . 


4 Foreign Dotuments Ae QO, CIA 


4. .D.C. £239688n 453.02 - (38) (In seeses) . 
Condition’ of Soviet Meteorology by Shirahama Heizo, N.D. 25pp. 


3 20 W.D6es #239688d 450.02 (38) (In Japanese) 
Seviet Geology and Meteorology ; 


B. From a Aist, of documents ment by the National Academy of Sciences to the 
: { ' OLT ly" available there. 
i, tpansactions: Geological and Hydrological and Geodetical trust of 
* Central Asia, Moscow, Novosibirsk, USSR. : 
2. Hydrology ‘und Meteorology, Central Institute of ixperiments, U.S.3.R. 
3s Arctic Institute of the U, SSR. , Transactions, Hydrology, 1936, 
- Leningrad, U. SSR. _ : 
Ge ute! i ence Division ul 
1. Inclosure to. 4A Moscow, Rebel 7 Jan. 1947» (rieiesines not received “in CIA) 
"Regulations for Hydronteteorological Stations and Posts, Issue #6") 
(Restricted) 
. Inclosure to MA Moscow, R537, 31 dan. 1947, "Soviet Hydronetecrological 
_ apparatus". (Inclosure not received in CIA) 
: "Handbook on Radio Sounding of the Atmosphere for Aerological, 
> Gieteérological) Stations of the Arctic." (Restricted) ae 
% *% 
GMD: oo: : ~ 


The foilowtng ivifurstatiion is offered for whatever value it may have to activities 
workdag on the documentary research: 


, Tavestiya Akademii Nauk SSSR, Seriya eisseievaeaiees sip Geottatciaceare. 
* WNews of the Acad emy of Sciences of the USSR, Geography and Geophysics Series", 


‘The above ‘periodical may contain information on the: Hydrometeorologicat 
Service ‘in Russia. 
ss Som % ais: known that Vol. IX, No, 4, (April 1945) contains articles on 
Meteorological Research which may be of'.some help in suggesting additional 
Ss » sources “to be checked, fhe publication is in the Tera of ares 
2. Vestnik Akademii Nauk SSSR (Herald of the is adaue of Sciences of the USSR), 
Vol. XVI, No, 8/9, Aug./Sept. 1946. 


Gontains a two page article, “In the Presidium of the Academy of Sciences", 
listing changes in structure of institutions of Acadeny of Science - ~ new” 
comuissions set up and existing institutions abolished or incorporated in 
other organizations. Also in the Library of Congress » 
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3, The followin, individuals are known to have done eatecrolosieal pasarch in 


te USSR: 

: | 155671 
Ve bi, Obukhov . I. G. Loterstein : 7 
V. Vs. Burgsdorf Me N. Grischenko 
‘As F. ie ant er “ . > 


he LIFE Magazine had pi ceuree of the following persons who may be identified 
/ With subject request: 


Alexander :Fersman. Pioneer in geochemistry. Helped prospect Soviet 
resources and direct a subanctie research centér.. (LIFE:V. 17. 
23 October 4h, p. 15) OSS P12870 


Otto Schmidt, Headed Arctic Institute. Directed pioneering of Soviet 
Arctic Regions. (LIFE V. 17. 23 October 44, p. l 


a 


Extract fren SRTELLIGENCE, DIGEST, A Review of Morld ace 
Produced by” Kenneth de Benes December LO“T issue, page 7. 


Latest Russian Notes * # % 

"There is further important news about Russian military preparations. The 
¥hings. theoretically planned do not necessarily indicate the direction in which 
Russig would strike in the event of war. Many of the things being done are for 
precaution and reinsurance. They must, ‘nevertheless, all be reported. 


"From Petsamo to the Bering Straits there are large preparations. There is 
a chain of radar stations and large anti-aircraft defenses of a. kind far. spr— 
passing anything seen during the last war.. Many of these installations have 
been built os Germans working rer Russia. 
“Phere are frequent large eéale aretic maneuvers « The Soviets are far in 
advance of others in matters of Arctic warfare. 


"They attSch great importance to their meteorological installations in the 
Arctic region, and there are aboug 58,000 people employéd on this work alone, 
They take it most seriously. They believe themselves to be so advanced that 
they can forecast weather twenty-four hours before any other observers in the 

> world." 
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